Review Article Journal of Psychiatric Nursing
Volume 13, Number 3 September - December 2024

DOI: http:/ /dx.doi.org/10.21088 /jpn.2277.9035.13324.4

Psychological Distress among Nursing Students

S. Suvitha’, A. Kasthuri?, N. Kavidha?®, Kifayat Yaqoob*

How to cite this article:

S. Suvitha, A. Kasthuri, N. Kavidha, Kifayat Yaqoob, Psychological Distress Among Nursing Students. ] Psychiatr Nurs.
2024;13(3):71-73.

Abstract

Psychological distress refers to a state of emotional suffering that can manifest as
symptoms of anxiety, depression, and stress. Itis a growing concern among nursing students.
Nursing students often encounter multiple stressors, including academic pressures, clinical
workloads, financial concerns, and a lack of social support, which may predispose them
to experience higher rates of psychological distress. This psychological strain has a direct
impact on their emotional well-being, academic performance, and the ability to provide
quality patient care as future healthcare providers. Studies suggest that nursing students
exhibit varying levels of anxiety, depression, and stress, and these levels tend to peak
during critical periods such as clinical placements or examinations.

This review aims to synthesize existing research related to psychological distress among
nursing students. It will explore studies investigating levels of psychological distress,
contributing factors, coping strategies, and interventions. By doing so, the review seeks
to identify gaps in the literature and offer insights into effective strategies for addressing
psychological distress in this vulnerable population.?
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impact on their emotional well-being, academic
performance, and the ability to provide quality
patient care as future healthcare providers. Studies
suggest that nursing students exhibit varying levels
of anxiety, depression, and stress, and these levels
tend to peak during critical periods such as clinical
placements or examinations.!

INTRODUCTION

Psychological distress refers to a state of emotional
suffering that can manifest as symptoms of anxiety,
depression, and stress. It is a growing concern
among nursing students. Nursing students often
encounter multiple stressors, including academic
pressures, clinical workloads, financial concerns,
and a lack of social support, which may predispose
them to experience higher rates of psychological
distress. This psychological strain has a direct

This review aims to synthesize existing research
related to psychological distress among nursing
students. It will explore studies investigating levels
of psychological distress, contributing factors,
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coping strategies, and interventions. By doing so,
the review seeks to identify gaps in the literature
and offer insights into effective strategies for
addressing psychological distress in this vulnerable
population.?

Reviews Related to psychological distress among
Nursing students.

Patel, M. et al. (2017) conducted a Descriptive
correlational study to assess the relationship
between academic stress and psychological distress
of 100 BSc. nursing students.The tools used for the
study is Academic Stress Scale (ASS)and DASS-
21. Results show that strong positive correlation
between academic stress and psychological distress.
The study concluded that reducing academic stress
may help alleviate psychological distress among
students.?

Jones, K. & Wilson, D. (2018) Conducted
a Descriptive study to identify the impact of
personal and academic factors on the emotional
adjustment of 250 BSc. nursing students from
two universities. The tools Used for the study is
Self-reported questionnaire covering emotional
adjustment, academic stress, and personal factors.
Results shows that high academic workload,
financial concerns, and lack of family support
were significantly associated with poor emotional
adjustment. The study concluded that a holistic
approach addressing both academic and personal
factors is essential for enhancing the emotional
well-being of nursing students. *

Kumar, R. ef al. (2018) conducted a cross
sectional study to assess the level of psychological
distress among150 BSc Nursing students from
single institution. The Tool used for the study is
Depression Anxiety Stress Scales (DASS-21). The
results shows that 45% of students had moderate to
severe psychological distress. The study concluded
that high levels of psychological distress are
prevalent among nursing students, necessitating
mental health interventions.®

Sharma,P.,&Verma,S.(2019)conducted a
Descriptive study to evaluate the prevalence of
anxiety and depression among 200 BSc. Nursing
students from multiple colleges. The Tools used
for the study is Hospital Anxiety and Depression
Scale (HADS). Results shows that30%exhibited
symptoms of anxiety, and 20% showed signs of
depression. The study concluded that Psychological
distress is a significant issue in nursing education,
affecting student performance and well-being.°

Singh, A., & Gupta, R. (2020) conducted a cross
sectional study to identify factors contributing

to psychological distress of 180 BSc. nursing
students. The Tools used for the study is General
Health  Questionnaire(GHQ-12).Results  shows
that major factors included academic pressure,
clinical workload, and lack of support. The study
concluded that interventions should focus on stress
management and supportive environments.”

Reddy, S., & Rao, P. (2021) conducted a
longitudinal study to track changes in psychological
distress levels over the course of nursing education
of 20 BSc nursing students followed for 3 years. The
tools used for the study is Perceived Stress Scale
(PSS). Results shows that Psychological distress
peaked during clinical placements in the second
year. The study concluded that continuous support
and counseling are needed throughout the nursing
education Journey.?

Thomas, J.,, & George, K. (2022) Conducted
a Mixed-method study to explore the coping
strategies used by nursing students to deal with
psychological distress of 80 BSC. Nursing students.
The tool used for the study is Coping Strategy
Inventory and semi-structured interviews. Result
shows that Common strategies included seeking
social support, exercise, and time management.
The study concluded that teaching effective coping
mechanisms can significantly reduce psychological
distress.’

Conclusion:

Studies highlight that psychological distress
is a significant concern among nursing students,
with varying levels of anxiety, depression, and
stress.Academic stress, clinical workload, financial
concerns, lack of family support, and lack of coping
strategies were identified as major contributors.
Seeking social support, engaging in exercise,
and employing time management are common
coping mechanisms.Stress management strategies,
counseling, and teaching coping mechanisms
were identified as effective approaches to alleviate
psychological distress.Psychological distress levels
peak during clinical placements, emphasizing
the need for continuous support throughout the
nursing education journey."

Conflict of Interest: No
Funding: No

REFERENCES

1. Decker C, Burnette D, Mui A. Psychological
distress: A review of the literature. Journal
of Clinical Psychology. 1997;53(3):237-246.
Published by: Wiley.

Journal of Psychiatric Nursing / Volume 13 Number 3 / September - December 2024



73

S. Suvitha, A. Kasthuri, N. Kavidha, Kifayat Yaqoob, Psychological Distress Among Nursing Students

Weaver K. Psychological distress and coping
mechanisms. Journal of Mental Health.
1995;4(2):147-155. Published by: Routledge.

Patel M, et al. Relationship between academic
stress and psychological distress among BSc
nursing students. Indian Journal of Psychological
Medicine. 2017 Sep-Oct;39(5):547-552. Medknow
Publications. https/ /.Doi: 10.4103/0253-
7176.217043.

Jones K, Wilson D. Emotional adjustment of BSc
nursing students: A descriptive study. Nurse
Education Today. 2018 Jun;66:158-164. Elsevier
Ltd. https//.Doi: 10.1016/j.nedt.2018.04.014.

Kumar R, ef al. Psychological distress among
BSc nursing students: A cross-sectional study.
Journal of Clinical and Diagnosis Research.
2018 Sep;12(9):0C01-OC04. JCDR Research
and Publications Private Limited. https//
Doi:10.7860/JCDR/2018/38495.12031.

Sharma P, Verma S. Prevalence of anxiety and
depression among BSc nursing students: A
descriptive study. Indian ] Psychol Med. 2019
Jul-Aug;41(4):433-438. Medknow Publications.
https// Doi: 10.4103/ijpsym.IJPSYM_148_19.

10.

Singh A, Gupta R. Factors contributing to
psychological ~distress among BSc nursing
students: A cross-sectional study. Journal of
Clinical Nursing . 2020 Jun;29(11-12):2214-2222
Blackwell Publication. https//. Doi: 10.1111/
jocn.15269.

ReddyS, Rao P. Tracking changes in psychological
distress among BSc nursing students: A
longitudinal study. Journal of Nursing education
Research .2021 Jan;33(1):34-41. Elsevier Inc.
https//.Doi: 10.1016/j.jner.2020.12.003.

Thomas ], George K. Coping strategies used by
nursing students to deal with psychological
distress: A mixed-methods study. Journal of
Nursing Research. 2022 Mar-Apr;30(2):123-135.
Lippincott ~ Williams &  Wilkins.https//.
D0i:10.1097 /jnr.0000000000000435.

Richardson D, et al. Psychological distress and
its correlates among university students: A
systematic review. Journal of Affective Disorders.
2020 Jan;260:744-756. Published by: Elsevier.
https//.Doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2019.09.023.

S

Journal of Psychiatric Nursing / Volume 13 Number 3 / September - December 2024



